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NET VIR PRET 
 

ANNUAL REPORT 
01.04.2019 – 31.03.2020 

 

Registered Non Profit and Public Benefit Organisation  

NPO 055 086                                    PBO 930049465 

8 Renonkel Avenue 

 Barrydale  

6750 

Tel: 028 572 1131 

Email:  netvirpret@mweb.co.za                                    Website:  www.netvirpret.org 

  

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

Executive 

Shane Petzer – Chairperson                       Hermanus Bron  – Deputy Chair 

Carol Morris – Treasurer                       Suzette Plaatjies – Secretary 
 

Additional Members  

    Norma Brönn – Renaldo Claassen - Mariane Kortje - Johan Majola – Fanny Nortje                   

Hendrik Plaatjies  

  

Onstage at the Baxter Theatre in Cape Town 

mailto:netvirpret@mweb.co.za
http://www.netvirpret.org/
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Staff 

Youth & Community Director - Peter Takelo   

Youth Development Co-ordinator – Sudonia Kouter 

Sports Co-ordinator – Angelo Endley 

Assistant Youth Worker – Herman Witbooi 

Assistant Youth Worker – Clarisa Jonas 

Assistant Youth Worker – Nataniël Pokwas 

Assistant Project Hope – Daylon Pienaar 

Assistant Bike Programme – Anwill Speelman 

Administrator – Derek Joubert 

 

Part-time Tutors 
Gari Crawford – Music             Jean Bittkau – Pottery 

Cherie Dirksen – Art & Craft                 Andries Truter – Project Hope 

Interns 
2019 

Gabriel Buis – Kelno Jambo – Julio Malan – Melvinia Meiring – Samantha Takelo  

2020 

Hazlin Fortuin - Jeandre Jambo - Sylvinia Jambo - Nicole Kortje - Julio Malan - Samantha Takelo 

 

ACTIVITIES 
Net vir Pret continued to work with children and youth in Barrydale and on the surrounding farms 

and ran 22 different programmes during the year under review until the national lockdown on 24 

March; these are described below.  

The PETS workshops were run by Dr. Michael Rice of the PETS Foundation with Net vir Pret acting as 

the facilitating partner. 

 

THE 2019/20 PROGRAMME  
Programme Activities Time frame No. participants 

After-School 
Care  

Story-telling, reading, art & crafts, 
puppet-making, play-building 

Mon – Fri  

14h00-17h00 

45 - 65 children daily  

(age group 5-11) 

Sports 

Programme 

Summer: cricket, handball, bowling, 

tug-of-war, tennis 

Winter: rugby, soccer, netball, bowling, 

table tennis 

Matches on Saturdays 

Mon – Fri : 

Farm schools 10h00-

12h00 

Barrydale:  14h00-

17h00 

Barrydale: 30 

(ages 5-15) 

Farm schools: 200 

(ages 5-12) 

Holiday 

Schools 

Arts & crafts, play-building, games, 

sports 

During all four school 

vacations  

130 (ages 5-17) 

December 

Puppet 

Parade 

Activities pursued throughout the year 

lead to a Giant Puppet performance on 

the Day of Reconciliation 

3 weeks of the 

December Holiday 

School 

150 participants 

Farm school 

outreach 

Story-telling, reading, art & crafts, play-

building; 4 farm schools visited weekly 

12h00- 13h30 Mon-

Thursday 

200 children over the 

4 days (ages 5-12) 
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Young Leaders Structured 2-year course in weekly 

workshops. Occasional residential 

weekends & educational excursions 

Friday 

16h00-17h30 

25 participants 

Matric 

Outreach 

Final year high school students are 

counselled in career pathing  and are 

assisted with applications to tertiary 

institutions & for bursary support. 

Group motivating 

sessions; individual 

counselling 

throughout the year. 

26 participants 

Bursary 

Programme 

Financial assistance for tertiary students 

for registration deposits, transport. 

As needed 5 beneficiaries 

Internship 

Programme 

Interns are on a 10 month placement at 

Net vir Pret where they learn new skills. 

1 Mar-31 Dec 

 

5 interns  

 

Jazz 

Programme 

Individual and ensemble instrumental 

tuition provided in 4 sessions a week.  

Tuesdays to Fridays 

14h30-16h30. 

15 participants 

Drama 

Programme 

Weekly rehearsals in which plays are 

improvised. Public performances and 

entry in the Overberg Drama Festival. 

Wednesdays 

15h00-17h00 

10 participants 

Pottery 

Programme 

Studio work thrice a week leading to an 

end-of-year exhibition and market. 

Mon, Wed Thurs 

15h00-18h00 

18 participants 

Craft 

Programme 

Studio work thrice a week leading to an 

end-of-ear exhibition and market. 

Tues, Thurs & Fri 

14h30-17h30 

18 participants 

Blikkies Band 

& Riel Dance 

Programme 

Training in drumming and riel dance 

three times a week with participation in 

competitions and festivals 

Mondays to 

Thursdays 15h00-

17h00 

104 participants in 13 

groups based at NvP 

and farm locations 

Bike Club Cycling and training in road safety and 

bike maintenance three times a week; 

participation in Renosterbos Marathon. 

Monday – Friday 

15h00-17h00;  

Sat 10h00-13h00. 

18 participants 

Project Hope Full-time creative and healing activities 

for young school drop-outs in conflict 

with the law. 

Monday-Friday 

10h00-13h00 

19 participants 

Homework 

Club 

Access to a supervised space for 

homework with internet access and 

printing facilities.  

Mon-Thurs  

16h00-18h00 

30 participants 

Eco Warriors Youngsters team up to clean the 

environment & especially the river 

Wednesdays 15h00-

17h00 

35 participants 

Chess Club Youngsters compete with one another, 

against the computer, challenge the 

community at large and enter school 

tournaments. 

Tues & Thurs 

14h30-16h00 

Tournaments on 

Saturdays  

40 participants 

Girls Only A programme designed to assist girls 

face the challenges as they enter 

puberty. 

Wednesdays  

15h30-17h00 

15 participants 

Boys Only A programme for young boys entering 

puberty. 

Fridays 

15h30-17h00 

15 participants 

Programme 

for Educating 

Teachers - 

PETS  

In partnership with the PETS 

Foundation providing workshops for 

teachers from in schools in Barrydale 

and on surrounding farms 

A two-hour 

workshop every 

second month 

12 participants 
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The Final Spring 
December 2019 marked the 10th anniversary of the Day of Reconciliation Giant Puppet Parade, the 

highlight of the Net vir Pret year. The annual show brings 

together work developed across all our programmes in a 

performance which is attended by a large part of our community 

and attracts spectators from far and wide. The outcome of a 

seven-year collaboration with the world-renowned Handspring 

Puppet Company, the event is run in partnership with the Centre 

for Humanities Research (CHR) at the University of the Western 

Cape and the Ukwanda Puppetry Collective. 

The 2019 show,The Final Spring, dealt with global warming and 

climate change and took us into a future time of apocalyptic 

catastrophe where 

everything has been 

annihilated, including 

the human race. 

However, a 

curious visitor 

from another 

universe 

dropping in on 

Barrydale finds that a few resilient insects have endured 

underground and are tending the last surviving plants, 

battling to protect them 

from the ravages of a 

giant poison-spraying 

robot left over from the 

old days.   

Directed by Aja Marneweck, a post-doctoral fellow at CHR, with the 

giant puppets designed by Ukwanda’s Luyanda Nogodlwana, the 

show was many months in the making with research undertaken by 

staff and interns, including an overnight trip to the Sutherland 

Observatory.  The 

final script was 

written by 

Sudonia Kouter 

with help from 

our resident 

poet/rapper 

Selanvor Platjies. 

Gari Crawford 

provided original music with input from Peter Takelo and they were joined by our young musicians 

Dylan Hess, Brandon Dyanti and William Esau in the performance. Katyayini Dash an Indian 

national in residence at CHR, came to help with the vocals.  
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Herman Witbooi and the Project Hope 

youngsters were tasked with the design and 

construction of both the set and the space craft 

which would bring the alien to our world.   

Masks and small hand-held puppets (drones, 

bees, grasshoppers, beetles) which the 130 

participating children would carry and wear 

would be made by the children themselves in 

the fortnight leading up to the show under the 

direction of our Young Leaders and Interns.     

Jill Joubert came on board to help them create 

prototypes and prepare for the work with the 

children.  

The performance was a great success, the cast of 

over 150 playing to an over-flowing and highly 

appreciative audience on a theme of great 

relevance in our changing world. The youngsters 

who took part will surely carry through their lives 

what they learned over the many months about the 

preciousness of all life, no matter how small, in our 

dark and cold universe.   

Cradle of Creativity Festival  
We were invited by the International Association of Theatre for Children and Young People 

(ASSITEJ) to perform an adaptation of our 2018 River & Redfin Giant Puppet Show at the Cradle of 

Creativity Festival at the Baxter Theatre in Cape 

Town. 

 The Centre for Humanities Research at UWC funded 

the venture and a cast of 23 comprising 5 

puppeteers, 5 actors, 5 musicians and 8 riel dancers 

set off to Cape Town in the last week of August for 

the weekend event.  Aja Marneweck assisted by staff 

member Sudonia Kouter directed the adaptation.  

The show was meant to be performed outdoors and 

there were two performances in the garden on the 

Saturday, but Sunday brought rain. By chance the 

Baxter Main Stage was available for our afternoon 

performance and director and cast had a frantic 45 

minutes to adapt for the new setting. This they did 

admirably and the audience was warmly appreciative. 

Grootvadersbosch  
The 2018 River & Redfin Show which drew attention to 

the plight of our unique species of Redfin Minnow 
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which faces extinction also led to an invitation to participate in the Silver Mountain Music Festival 

at the Grootvadersbosch Conservancy in July.  

The Conservancy protects a critically endangered forest 

of fynbos and renosterbosveld and is home to several 

unique species not found elsewhere including a forest 

emperor butterfly, a ghost frog and a dwarf chameleon 

and their work is very dear to our heart. 

Staff member Herman Witbooi was commissioned to 

design a giant Redfin puppet for the occasion and he 

built it with the help of the Project Hope youngsters. The 

fish together with the Mali puppet, kindly on loan from 

Xanthe Williams, paraded before the astonished 

audience while the Johannesburg Festival Orchestra 

under the baton of Richard Cock were joined by three of 

our young musicians, Dylan Hess (vocals), Brandon Dyanti 

(keyboard), William Esau (percussion) and their teacher Gari Crawford (guitar) in a rendition of our 

River Song from last year’s show. The Conservancy has commissioned Project Hope to design, 

construct and perform a giant puppet to represent their indigenous and endangered chameleon for 

their 2020 Festival.  

Swellendam Agricultural Show 
In February 2020 we were 

invited to participate in the 

Parade opening the Swellendam 

Agricultural Show. Herman and 

Project Hope cleaned up the 

Eland puppet from our 2014 

First People show which had 

been lying in storage for many 

years and also decided to revive 

Mr Pinch from our 2015 show on 

the Cape Slaves.  Project Hope 

handled the entire event, 

walking the puppets down the long main road on the hot February midday to the accompaniment of 

drums.  

Interns’ Play  
Our Interns are tasked every year with developing a 

play around an issue of social concern and the 2019 

incumbents chose to look at classroom bullying. 

Their 40 min. play, directed by William Michaels, 

toured 24 schools in the Overberg in August playing 

to highly appreciative audiences. One of the actors, 

Julio Malan, wrote: “The schools we visited and their 

learners were very positive about the play and they 

Project Hope building the fish puppet 
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were grateful that we had travelled so far to visit them. I learned a lot in the process and I have to 

say that just knowing that you might have done something to change a child’s life is the best feeling 

ever.” 

Satellite Library 
Thanks to the much appreciated efforts of Barrydale librarian Rina de 
Villiers, we were privileged to be selected by the Provincial Library 

Service as a 
site for the 
establishment 
of a Satellite 
Library. The 
library was 
opened in 
March by the 
Mayor, 
Councillor Nicholas Myburgh, with the 

Deputy Mayor, and other Councillors and officials from the Library Service in attendance. The library 
staff come up every Thursday afternoon to enable our youngsters to take books home and Mrs de 
Villiers would use the opportunity to read to the engrossed children. She took long overdue 
retirement at the end of the year. We thank her for her contribution over all the years.  
 

Holiday Schools  
The Easter Holiday School began preparing 

youngsters for the end-of-year show, With The 

Planets as its theme , the 129 youngsters attending 

learned about our celestial neighbours and in groups 

were tasked with constructing a play about the 

planet of their choice 

together with masks, 

puppets and models 

for performance on the final day.  

Similarly, the 

Winter School, 

focused on the 

Insect World 

and youngsters 

made puppets and masks to accompany their 

plays about insects. The second week of the 

Winter Holiday School moved to the Vleiplaas Farm School where farm children got the chance to 

be involved. 
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The Aftercare Programme 
Every afternoon during school term time, up to 65 

children between the ages of 4 and 11 crowd into 

our Aftercare 

Playroom. 

Run by staff 

member 

Donna Kouter 

with the help 

of Clarisa Jonas and the Interns, the Aftercare Programme 

offers a range of 

activities on different 

days, including a 

reading club, drawing and painting sessions, play acting, 

cycling and games. All youngsters also spend time under 

supervision in our computer room with the interactive 

Eduplay Programme which teaches Maths and 

Languages. A hot meal is provided every afternoon.  

 A matter of concern to us over the year has been the 

fallout from the disciplinary system in use at our local 

primary school which suspends errant youngsters for 21 school days. These youngsters end up at risk 

on the streets and the chances of their being 

successfully reintegrated after the long suspension 

is slim. 

While we are engaging the school in discussion 

about the issue under the leadership of Board 

member Renaldo Claassen, we have also instituted 

an emergency Youngsters At Risk response which 

gathers these out-of-school youth from the streets 

in the mornings and brings them to our centre for care. 

The Music Studio 
The Music Department has come a long way since its beginnings 6 years 

ago, before we had our own 

building, when classes were held in 

Derek’s living room.  We were lucky 

to have 3 exceptionally talented 

young people who, with their 

teacher Gari Crawford, formed the 

group The Jazz Monkeys. This 

group went on to perform (and 

compose) the music for our annual giant puppet show and 

although they have moved on to tertiary study, they are still 

involved and come home to join us in the performances.  



9 
 

 

We were soon to discover that there were plenty of other 
young people with similar talents and music students now 
come in for tuition on four afternoons a week. As with the 
other programmes, the studio is now also available to 
children from the farms who are brought in in our bus in the 
afternoons. 

The Pottery Studio 
Meeting three times a week under the leadership of Jean 

Bittkau, the Pottery Studio has had 

a busy year with a production 

spanning not only pots and mugs 

but also planters, little animals and 

the alien, pictured alongside. 

The Studio exhibited at the Library 

in December. 

 

 

The Craft Studio  
Led by Cherie Dirksen, the Craft Studio also operates on three afternoons a week. The Studio been 

focused on using eco-bricks to make a variety of objects, 
among them robots, zebras, 
rockets and cats.  
A second focus was to raise 
awareness of our 
responsibility for the animal 
world and the posters 
produced were part of the 
Studio’s exhibit at the 
Barrydale Library in 
December.  
  
The youngsters entered a competition to design outfits for 
a new range of African 'Barbies' which were being 
launched. Two of our students were selected for prizes. 

 

The Eco Warriors 
In 2017 Prof. Les Minter and Flora Cameron brought our attention to 

the polluted state of the river which flows through our village and the 

resulting threat to our unique species of redfin minnow. Our Young 

Leaders responded by banding together in an effort to clean up the river 

on Wednesday afternoons and the plight of the Redfin provided the 

theme for the 2018 Puppet Parade.  

This initiative received a great boost this year when Reuben Hart posted 

a pic of litter piled up against a school fence on social media. Our 
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director Peter Takelo responded and a meeting between the two led to the founding of the Eco 

Warriors. The group grew from an initial 8 to over 40 

and they meet once a week to clean up the village. 

The Warriors are taught about environmental issues 

and they enjoy enormous support from local 

residents who have provided Wellington boots and 

equipment.  

Their work has made a noticeable difference to our 

streets and the condition of the river and they are 

currently working on a project to create a succulent 

garden which will welcome visitors as they drive into 

Barrydale. 

 

The Chess Club  
A new venture in 2019 was the hosting of a Chess Club which 

drew its initial membership from players at the two local 

schools. Their number has swelled and there are now 60 

players. Led by Peter-John Takelo, the Club had a busy year, 

participating in 

tournaments in 

across the 

Province. 

A Barrydale 

Tournament was held 

at our premises in 

May 2019 and players 

also challenged the 

local villagers to pit 

their skills against them one Saturday morning.  

In February and early March 2020 the Chess Club competed in 

tournaments in Swellendam and then in Caledon, where no fewer 

than eleven of our group qualified to represent the Overberg in the coming Western Cape trials. 

Project Hope 
Our project for out-of-school youth in conflict with the law continued to flourish. Under the 
leadership of staff member Herman Witbooi, 19 youngsters 
attended a daily full-time  programme which aims not only at 
keeping them off the street and out of trouble, but also at 
developing their literacy and numeracy, their social and 
emotional skills and at providing them with technical skills which 
can lead to employment.  
The change in some of the youngsters has been remarkable. Boys 
who were withdrawn, secretive and emotionally troubled have 
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transformed into confident young adolescents who are discovering their own self-worth and dignity 
and have hope for the future. Our thanks are due to retired special needs teacher Andries Truter 
who was responsible in 2019 for guiding their development in literacy and numeracy. Essential 

support also came from Intern Daylon Pienaar who worked 
alongside the boys every day and was a role model for them.  
Input from Dutch volunteer Jan-Willem Witte has been 
crucial to the 
development of the 
Project. Coming to spend 
time with us twice a year, 
Jan-Willem has helped us 
define the outcomes we 
are trying to achieve and 

how these can be attained and measured. We now have 
individual profiles for all participants that measure progress in 
skills acquisition as well as progress in social and emotional 
learning. Jan-Willem has developed a special relationship with the youngsters and his caring and 
positive attitude is much appreciated. 

The skills training focused on carpentry and the 
boys learned to produce bird feeders, dog kennels, 
foot stools, garden tables, trays and picture frames. 
They displayed their work regularly at festivals and 
carnivals where sales were brisk. The organisers of 
the 2019 Matric Ball at the local high school  
commissioned the construction of props for the Ball 
on the theme of Check-Mate which  our youngsters 
delivered. They also planted a varied succulent 
garden and propagated plants for sale.  
As mentioned earlier, they and Herman were given 
responsibility for the design and construction of the 
set for the December Giant Puppet Show and they 
also built the space ship which brought the alien 

visitor to earth. Finally, it has to be said that none of the youngsters fell foul of the law in the past 
year. 

 

Visitors 
In August donor Gordon Browning brought his wife Sue and daughter Frankie on a trip from the UK 

specially to visit Net vir Pret. They were with us 

for four days and also saw the Redfin Show at 

the Baxter Theatre before heading off for the 

airport and home. Gordon became involved 

with NvP as a result of a chance encounter with 

our Administrator when he and Derek were the 

only audience on a cold Saturday night for our 

emerging jazz band, the Jazz Monkeys who 

were performing at the local hotel. Gordon has 

donated generously since that encounter and we were delighted to be able 
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to show him and his family the work he is supporting at first hand. The Project Hope youngsters took 

them on a hike through our World Heritage Wilderness Site to the waterfall and they spent time 

with the pottery, craft and jazz studios and also the Eco Warriors. We greatly appreciated their visit. 

 

In October we were able to welcome trustees accompanied by their partners from the Netherlands-

based Stichtung Projecten Projecten Zuid Afrika (SPZA). Their support for Net vir Pret goes back 

many years to the very beginnings of our organisation.  

 

In November Mosa le Roux from the Rolf-Stephan Nussbaum Foundation came up from Cape Town 

on a day’s visit. It was the first time we have been able to show her at first hand the work the 

Foundation is supporting and we greatly appreciated her visit. 

 

The Palissander Choir 
We were privileged to host the world 

renowned Palissander Choir from Pretoria 

on 30 August when they travelled to 

Barrydale and performed at the VG Church 

in our township. The theme for their 

concert was Water which resonated 

strongly with us and the 30-strong choir 

opened with a resounding rendition of a 

Kenyan River Song, followed by intriguing 

original and innovative songs about water.  

It Begins at Birth 
In November, Dr. Michael Rice, Director of the PETS Foundation, came to award certificates to the 

team, drawn from Net vir Pret as well as the primary and local farm schools, who had helped 

construct and 

then piloted the 

latest offering 

from PETS ,an 

enrichment 

course for 

practising 

teachers and 

Early Childhood 

Development 

practitioners which supports children’s early learning in literacy and mathematics. It Begins at Birth 

is an eight module fully interactive course in available online in Afrikaans and English and plans are 

underway to make it available in isiXhosa and Sotho.  

Our partnership with PETS goes back to 2012 and over the years under Dr. Rice’s inspirational 

leadership and with the assistance of local teachers from Barrydale and the surrounding farm 

schools, PETS has developed three on-line courses in Afrikaans and English for the teaching of 

Fractions, Decimals and Percentages which have been accredited for CPD points and are available at 

http://trainingteachers.org.za .  
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Matric Outreach 
The Matric Outreach Programme counselled youngsters in their final school year on options for 

further study and provided assistance with applications to institutions, for financial support, and 

finally with procedures on registration day, including the all-important transport to and from Cape 

Town in the Net vir Pret bus. No public transport is available. 

The following table gives details of the 48 young people from Barrydale who have progressed to 
further study with Net vir Pret’s help in the past seven years. It would be true to say that before we 
initiated this intervention, virtually no youngsters from our village were going on to tertiary study. 
 
TERTIARY ENROLMENTS & GRADUATES   2020 

New & Continuing students Institution Course 

1. Buis, Gabriel Magnet Theatre Actor Training Programme 1 

2. Davids, Elric University of the Western Cape LLB 1 

3. Davids, Roberts Cape Peninsula Univ of Technology Nat. Dipl. Sport Management N6 

4. Esau, William University Western Cape BA  PGCE   (Post Grad Cert Educ) 

5. Evertson, Jerome University Western Cape BA 2 

6. Filton, Imran University Western Cape B Ed 4 

7. Hess, Dylan University Western Cape BA (Hons) 

8. Joubert, Benjamin College of Cape Town Nat. Dipl. Graphic Design N5 

9. Kees, Ashwin University Western Cape BA 3 

10. Kelly, Fatima Huguenot College B Soc Work 1 

11. Michaels, Carmen Leigh Varsity College B Ed 1 

12. Michaels, Rensche University Western Cape B Ed 3 

Graduates    

13. Afrika, Franco University Western Cape BA (Hons), STD 

14. Afrikaner, Chandre   Northlink College Nat. Dipl. Management  

15. Braaf, Sonja South Cape College Nat. Dipl. Educare  

16. Britz, Charleen  Cape Peninsula Univ of Technology B Ed  

17. Britz, Darren Northlink College Nat. Dipl. Business Management  

18. du Toit, Christiaan Northlink College Nat. Dipl. Marketing  

19. du Toit, Davina West Coast College Nat. Dipl. Management  

20. Dyanti, Brandon Northlink College Nat. Dipl. Financial Management  

21. Ernest, Simonia Cape Peninsula Univ of Technology B Ed  

22. Europa, Micaela Boland College Nat. Dipl. Educare  

23. Hendricks, Romano  Northlink College Nat. Dipl.Marketing  

24. Jonas, Charne Northlink College Nat. Dipl. Human Resource Management 

25. Jooste, Mickhyle University Western Cape B Com  

26. Joubert, Fiogen Cape Peninsula Univ of Technology B Tech (Tourism)  

27. Koppies, Nuroshaan West Coast College Nat. Dipl. Management  

28. Le Roux, Chriselda Northlink College Nat. Dipl. Management 

29. Levendal, Cecil University Western Cape B Com  

30. Marthinus, Devona  South Cape College Nat. Cert. Hairdressing 

31. Michaels, Shayne University Western Cape B Ed  

32. Moses, Clarence University of the Free State  B Admin  

33. Neethling, Chilton College of Cape Town Nat. Dipl. Graphic Design 

34. Nel, Grace South Cape College Nat. Dipl. Safety & Security 

35. Nel, Patrick  Northlink College Nat. Dipl.Management  

36. Pekeur, Deslin West Coast College Nat. Dipl. Office Technology  

37. Pieterse, Sheryldine Northlink College Nat. Dipl.Tourism  

38. Ruiters, Ethan Boland College Nat. Dipl. Sport Management  

39. Scheepers, Elroy Northlink College  Nat. Dipl. Civil Engineering  

40. Snyman, Ethan Northlink College Nat. Dipl. Office Administration N6 grad 

41. Snyman, Rowann Cape Peninsula Univ of Technology   Nat. Dipl. Management  

42. Swart, Herschelle University of the Free State  B Admin  

43. van Rooi, Henrico Northlink College Nat. Dipl. Human Resources  

44. van Wyk, Ellestine Northlink College Nat. Dipl. Early Childhood Dev.  

45. Windvogel, Tay-Lea University Western Cape BA  
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Apprenticeships    

46. Bronn, Earl TMS International Diesel Mechanics 

47. Botman, Gurshim TMS International Diesel Mechanics 

48. Davids, Macwin TMS International Boilermaking 

 

Community Learning Centres 
Early in 2020 we started negotiating with the Breede River Community Learning Centre (CLC) based 

in nearby Robertson to establish a satellite campus at our premises. The CLC is a new type of 

institution, catering for youth and adults who have incomplete schooling and who wish to improve 

their academic level for employability or for progression to further study. The Colleges fall under the 

administration of the national Department of Higher Education which encourages the formation of 

partnerships with non-government organisations. 

We found 25 people in our village who were interested in taking up study again and we are sure 

there are many more on the surrounding farms.  The Robertson College sent a team of 6 to address 

the would-be students, registration formalities were begun and a fortnight later the team returned 

to conduct placement tests which would determine the different levels of the students they would 

be teaching. It was agreed that the Robertson team would come to conduct classes twice a week 

and that, apart from providing the venue, Net vir Pret would also have an administration role. 

Furthermore, on the mornings of the other 3 days of the week, students would have access to our 

computer laboratory where they would be able to work on assignments and also access the 

interactive Eduplay software which teaches Mathematics and Languages. Our Interns, already 

familiar with the Eduplay programme, would be on hand to act as learning assistants. 

The Covid 9 lockdown intervened at this juncture and everything came to a halt. However, this 

initiative could be of enormous benefit to our community and we look forward to developments 

after the lockdown. 

 

Volunteers 

We are blessed with the participation of many volunteers from our village who contribute their time, 

energy and expertise.  

 

 Jude Brown (Director of EDSA, the Oxford-based group founded by Ann Brown which 

fundraises for our work in the UK) comes every year to spend two months with us when she 

helps with important tasks like updating job-descriptions 

and inducting the new Interns. She has been accompanied 

by EDSA trustee Linda Richards for a number of years and 

this year volunteer Michaela Fyson joined them, both 

helping out with daily activities and Linda providing much 

appreciated new helmets for the bikers. Adrianne Blue 

kindly offered her cottage to accommodate the volunteers. 

 David and Lisa Hooley and Mike Clarke prepared nourishing 

soup for the Aftercare children on Wednesdays throughout 

the year.  Sadly, Mike passed away early in 2020 after a long 

illness. 

 In a labour of love, author Leslie Howard undertook the 

mammoth task of translating the oral histories our Interns 

Mike providing much appreciated hotdogs 
during the Winter School at Vleiplaas 
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have assembled over the years with a view to publication. Tales of the Elders presents many 

fascinating stories from the past and we look forward to making it available soon. 

 Flora Cameron has been at the forefront of our awareness-raising of conservation issues in 

our community since the early days, guiding us on strategies and leading our youngsters on 

expeditions to clear alien growth from our countryside.  

 Dutch national and learning expert Jan Willem Witte visits twice a year and has been 

instrumental in providing Project Hope with focus and direction. He has also been strongly 

supportive of the Chess Club. 

 Michelle Berry has shared her considerable knowledge in textile design and production with 

our Craft Studio over many years. 

 Reuben Hart came forward to take charge of the Eco Warriors, spending Wednesday 

afternoons with them, keeping all motivated and informed. 

 Musician Ashwill Malan often dropped in at the Jazz Studio, teaching both trumpet and 

saxophone and also helping with the theory class. 

 Peden Swart spent many days throughout the year helping Herman and Daylon with the 

Project Hope youngsters and contributed towards the building of the set for the December 

Parade. 

Funding 
Nothing would be possible without the support of our donors both large and small to whom we 

express our deep gratitude.The following table lists grants and private donations of R4,000 or more 

received during the financial year. 

DONOR SUPPORT 01.04.2019-31.03.2020                                                                 R’s  

  Government R’s 

Dept. Social Development 118,800 

Trusts, Foundations & Corporate  

Africa Bank 10,000 

Education for Democracy in South Africa (UK) 120,000 

ELMA Foundation 300,000 

King Baudouin Foundation (BE) 349,450 

National Lotteries Commission 318,000 

Rand Merchant Bank 400,000 

Rivera Charitable Trust 40,000 

Rolf-Stephan Nussbaum Foundation 200,000 

Stichting Projecten Zuid Afrika (NL) 150,000 

University of the Western Cape 214,800 

Donations R4,000 and above  

Adv. Geoff Budlender 4,000 

Judge Albie Sachs 5,000 

Michael Chanarin 50,000 

Other donations  

Various donors 62,025 

TOTAL 2,342,075 

 

 Gordon Browning again contributed generously via EDSA as did both Brian Wides and Ann 

Brown. 
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 Donations were also received from ATKV, Blizzard Trading, Bob Wolf, Diesel & Crème, 

Global Faerie Gathering, Maker’s Brew, Samantha and Donovan Kotze , Swellendam 

Landbougenootskap, Western Cape Provincial Government, in memory of Tim Teale as well 

as from several people who wished to remain anonymous. 

 The Lunchbox Fund continued to provide much appreciated nutritious foodstuff for 

youngsters attending the Holiday Schools. 

 Funding from the Department of Arts and Culture through the agency of CACCFWC 

supported the Pottery, Craft and Music workshops with the Department contracting directly 

with the tutors. 

 Lawrie Mabin kindly continued to donate the printing of our brochures. 

 

 

 


